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March 26 - April 1, 2009

Photograph 51. Anna Ziegler tells the tale of the British scientist Rosalind Franklin (Aria Alpert), whose titular photograph played an instrumental role in the research that led to the discovery of DNA’s double helix structure by the more celebrated, all-male team of James Watson (Ian Gould), Francis Crick (Kerby Joe Grubb) and Franklin’s particular nemesis Maurice Wilkins (Daniel Billet). The no-nonsense Franklin is seen here not simply as a casualty of sexism but also, more dimensionally, as a woman whose loner obstinacy might even have irritated other women scientists – if any of them had been in the labs. Partially because of her premature death at age 37, from a cancer that Ziegler suggests might have been caused by her work in the lab, she assumes a tragic stature that elevates the play and Simon Levy’s staging into an absorbing and touching event, marred only by a rather pro forma and insufficiently introduced romantic interest (Ross Hellwig) and lightened by the droll presence of Franklin’s graduate assistant (Graham Norris). Fountain Theatre, 5060 Fountain Ave., east Hollywood. (323) 663-1525. FountainTheatre.com. Thurs.-Sat., 8 p.m.; Sun., 2 p.m. $18-$28. Closes Sun., May 3.
