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"COMING HOME"
Athol Fugard, the author who has given voice to South Africa’s apartheid for decades, and his stories of the lasting effects that policy has had on the country. Now his relationship with Stephen Sachs and the Fountain Theatre continues with his latest  "Coming Home". 
In "Valley Song", written in 1995 we were introduced to Veronica, and her grandfather Oupa. She broke away from their tiny village to try, and become a singer in Cape Town. The split was so terribly painful for Oupa, yet it was the promise of a new life for her.
In this new play "Coming Home", which is the continuation of "Valley Song", with Veronica (astonishing portrait by Deidrie Henry), is returning to her childhood home. Oupa is dead, and she needs to begin a new life with her young son Mannetjie (Timothy Taylor), in this shabby shanty home. She meets up with an old friend from childhood, Alfred  (Thomas Silcott).  He is a simple man with no ambition.  He is so happy to reconnect with Veronica, as he has always loved her.
The real subject of the story is the affects of AIDS on South Africa.  Veronica now has it, and desperately needs Alfred to marry her so her son won't be taken away to an orphanage when she dies. 
Veronica’s grandfather (Adolphus Ward) appears as a ghost. He collected pumpkin seeds to plant.  Mannetjie (Matthew Elam), 4 years later now age 10, keeps a collection of big words in the same container Oupa used for his seeds.  He eventually wants to write down the stories he has heard. 
Stephen Sachs  captures the look and feel of this touching story. The cast is outstanding, and this is all played out on Laura Fine Hawkes acccurate squalor 
shanty setting.

"Coming Home" playing at the Fountain Theatre, 5060 Fountain Avenue, in East Hollywood, plays Thursdays through Saturdays at 8 PM , and Sunday at 2 PM.  For tickets calls 323 663-1525 or go to their web site at www.fountaintheatre.com.
