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SIMON LEVY’S STAGE ADAPTATION OF

FITZGERALD’S “THE GREAT GATSBY”

INAUGURATES NEW GUTHRIE THEATER

OPENING JULY 21

In a new adaptation authorized by the Fitzgerald Estate, F. Scott Fitzgerald’s THE GREAT GATSBY, adapted by the Fountain Theatre’s producing director Simon Levy, will have its World Premiere on July 21, 2006, as the opening production of the new $125 million Guthrie Theater, Minneapolis.  David Esbjornson is directing. 

This is the first time in 80 years, since Owen Davis’ adaptation in 1926, that the Fitzgerald Estate has granted exclusive rights to an adaptation of Fitzgerald’s Jazz Age masterpiece.

That the Fitzgerald Estate gave Levy the rights to adapt THE GREAT GATSBY comes as no surprise. The award-winning playwright has twice before adapted Fitzgerald classics for the Fountain Theatre, with acclaimed productions of The Last Tycoon and Tender Is The Night.  The latter brought Levy the 1996 PEN USA Literary Award in Drama.

Esbjornson, who has directed numerous Broadway and Off-Broadway productions (The Goat, or Who Is Sylvia; The Ride Down Mt. Morgan; Much Ado About Nothing for the Public), and recently became artistic director of Seattle Repertory Theatre, said:  “I’m impressed that Simon Levy has been so faithful to the story.  He has found a deeply theatrical form to tell this tale of a swirling Roaring Twenties world that crackles with the vibrancy of Fitzgerald’s voice and also incorporates the jazz music and dance of that era.”
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Originally commissioned by The Fountain Theatre, THE GREAT GATSBY will be presented on the mainstage of the Guthrie’s new Jean Nouvel-designed riverfront complex, located at 818 S. 2nd Street (in the Minneapolis Mill District).  Reservations: Guthrie Theater Box Office at (612) 377-2224, or toll free at (877) 44 STAGE, or online at www.guthrietheater.org For further information: Melodie Bahan (612) 347-1124, or melodieb@guthrietheater.org
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