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GOING DEEP: “I know I have a higher purpose,” Thoms said of the complex roles she prefers.

Seeing the stage as a cut above

‘Cold Case’s’ Tracie Thoms stokes
her passion for large-as-life drama
in ‘And Her Hair Went With Her.’

By GREG BRAXTON
Times Staff Writer

Something seemed to be eating at Tracie
Thoms. The actress was trying to relax after an
intense rehearsal at the Fountain Theatre, but
she couldn’t keep still. Finally, she leaned for-
ward to deal with the source of her discomfort.

Pulling up one leg of her jeans, Thoms point-
ed to a half-dollar-sized welt. “It’'s a mosquito

bite,” she said with a mock frown as she rubbed
the redness.

The bump on her leg isn't the only itchk
Thoms, 32, is scratching these days. The last few
years have been hectic for the petite actress
bouncing between her regular stint as no-non-
sense detective Kat Miller in the CBS procedura
“Cold Case” to more showy roles in “The Devi
Wears Prada,” the film version of the Broadwajy
musical “Rent” and “Grindhouse,” Quentir
Tarantino’s hommage to exploitation films.

Though the Juilliard-trained Thoms is appre-
ciative of the steady screen work, it’s all but cut
off her ability to pursue her real love — theater

[See Thoms, Page E21



«'SI919BIBYD 3SaY) Ul Jouwny ay)
Spuy Jeyj Uyjniy B ssuLq ays
pue ‘gidoad jo IaAI9SQO PoO3
Teal B SI J0BLL ‘SI2j0BIBYD
YSTu00).1ed Jnoge j0U ST STy} g
‘a19y Apawiod SI aIay], “HIom
QUIDS B SIYBUI JBUM pUBIS
-Iapun £ay) ‘afendus] aures ayj
yeads A3y, I9ylo yosea joads
-1 pue ay[ A[snoaqo Aayl,
Anstwayo arqedred ® aaey
supjuid ple swouyL, yey) pappe
ZaNJLpoy ausBIiQ J10303II
. PIBOQ U0 JUI0 07 JNO 1 JIoM
0] J[ge SBM 2US UUYM PI[LIY)
sem I, ‘ufgquep pres 4Aps
-wod Aamb Aur $193 atoeL],,
*9]01 31} 10] IIT0YD
i8Iy suqure) sem  SWOYL
‘19s sem uorjonpoad urejunog
9y} udym pue yonoj ur jday
om) ay, “diysmofraj Surjumierd
pIerme € jo jred se 3j0Im urq
-ureD yormym ‘Aerd ayjy jo Surpeas
® pIp ays ‘prernume e a[um
‘Juatudo[aAdp JS9IIBd S WOy
«I9H UM JUSM JITeH JI9H PUv,
0} payoejE Usa(q SBY SWOY,L,

« 191583 J0[
® qol sty} saxew jsnf 19y yim
Suife|d 19y WOy ued I UOn
-eaidsut Jo §1q A19A9 Ued[3 03 A1)
snf I, ‘pres swoy, ,'saop ays
Jeym Je paIIs oS SI BAUOL,

« 9SBD PI0D,,
uo Jayjour suwoy], paderd sey
SURUld — UOIBIOQB[0D ISIy
I19Y3) jou s3I 'ssaljoe Junok v

| SBM JUS 20UIS PAI[LUP® SBY ayS
WOoyM ‘SUTUL] Yjim SUnIom ur
JIOJUIOY S,219) ‘SWOU,], J0g
“I9PJIOSIP IAISINAUWO0D-IAISSISAO
UB UJ)iM UBWIOM B PUB S$Sa1108

SNO[BIZIIA0 UB SIpnoul AId[
-[ed Swot], 'SI19U10 PUB SIaUI0)
-ST) J19Y7) Jnq ‘suerrneaq ayy)
Aruo jou Suideid — ApaneIn
-3y pue ‘A[esejl — sBmm Iy
dij suduld pue Swouy, .JoH
UM JUIM JTBH JI9H PUY,, UL
«'P109[8
-au Jureq Jsnl arday) pue
193 0} SaLI0}s [yIIneaq Auew
0s aABY ap 'sSureq uswIny ng
SUBILISUIY UBILIIY ATUO j0U a8
Jey)} siajorieyo Aeid 03 aIsap
Jadre| e aAey [,, ‘pres ays ‘osod
-and JaySs1y B aAvy [ mouy I,,
«'SHI3 21ym ssafd[ay A[myaom,,
I19Y3} ISISSE 0} 2By oym sJdd
Joj dnoid jroddns B SuruLioy
Moge J9YyjouB JUO pPases)
UdAD DABY SISSaIoR  yoe[q
JI9UJ0 pue 9ys [Bpeld SIEam
A3 9UL, Ul J9JORIBUD SABMm
-BYJeH duuV jo 1dd 2U3} paserd
ays PousLedxe woy) syeads
AUS I90BIBYD ojIym Jurpes|
ayj 03 joddns pus| 03 uBy)
Jayjo I ur reod Io AjeUOS
-1ad ou Sulaey ‘QUIOIAY UM
9y} JOo — pualyg Ised Hoeld
— 499 9y} Juided dn pum
ueyo A3y} ‘payuuy Apeuran
-X9 aJe Sassalje Hor[q Joj
suondo ‘sAes ays ‘ualyo 00,

« Jeu}
moys 07 sanmuniioddo axouwr
128 ,UOp aMm JWeyS B SJ1 pur
‘£33 pue Jrewus ‘Auunj ST Mouy
I uBwIOM Y9IB[q AI9A9 PUY "1eY)
JO 3[ppIuI 9y} Ul UL ] "usamjaq ut
Juryjou s.219UL, ‘Pres Swouyl,
L Joolq pur 22191, 10 Asses

pue £x3s, aIe A[JSouW 39S ] Suol)
‘LM pue Lrews ‘Auuny ST mouy
I uewom }Ie[q AI2A3 PUY "18Y)
JO I[PPIW 81y} UT UL ] "Usamiaq ur
Sumyjou s,219YL, "Pres swoyy,
« . 9Y0lq puB 2219y, JO Asses
pue Ax9s, axe A[JSoul 99s T SUOl}
-dLosep ay) ‘siojoeaeyD a[eul
-9 }oe[q 10j sumopyealq 33
PU® SUOIIPNE U0 03 [ UdYM,,
y3dap asey Jey) sa[o1 uipes]
ur aurmys 03 s9duByDd yYInous
sassaljoe yog[q 9AIS JUSa0p
u2)jo 00} POOMAT[OH Yey?) sure}
-urew! ayS ‘UIWIOM UBILIDUWY
UBOLYY [BUOISUUIp)Mu ‘xa[d
-wo2 ‘quauruoxd Aepd o3 uors
-stwx Jay spamered uorjonpoad
ay) ur Suureaddy -aousipne
9A][ B WOy {oB(qPa9j) ajBIpauuuul
fulaeoar pue afejsuo Juraq
J10) uorssed swoyy, Isnl usyy
arow sjuasardaa ALerd ayg,
~Areos
Ayugep s Jng "duUOP AT
sgurpealr pue sdoysyiiom ay)
e Jo asneoaq sdoyo asoy) aABy
s I J8y) Surisna) uL] ‘sreak
9aIyj 9noqe ur uononpoxd
[eoLI}EaY) [N B Op 0 9[qe uaaq
J,uaARY I, ‘pPres swouy,, .‘8uof os
J10J yojaljs 0} I[qe u=9q juasey
I 7Jeyj sapPsnu  Juryojalls
w,] esneoaq Aeid smy) Suiop
Ul SOAI9U pUB JOLIY) AW J2A0
388 03 mou Burdi} jsnf wig,
"uores Ajneaq B ULl oym
— ( afuey) Jo ‘aurjore),,) sun{
-ULJ BAUO,T, JoUUIM-PIBMY AUOT,
pue swoy,J, Aq pafe[d — spuaLy
OM] punote SaA[oAdl ‘Aep

-03 suado yomym ‘Aerd uosiad
-0M) AYJ, ‘UIWIOM UBILISUIY
ueolyy Jo ured pue sfof ayj
JO uorjrIo[dxa 910D pUB drjeUl
-eIp ® JU9H UNM JUdM JIBH
J9H puy, sulquep Buliz ul
9]0J 13y Jnoge pasdreyo ALremar)
-Ted swoy, ey sIy3II00j ayj
Joj 9qrjedde Suiseaoun JoH
«aduens
durssed,, s Aempeorg se
yons ‘syoafoad 10j sdoysiom Jo
sSurpeas ut ajedior.red 03 sapu
-nyioddo queds A[UO Jay pamo|
-[e SBY IaMmpayos Wiy pue AL
Asnq Jay ng ., :MoID Sutumoi(,,
ur $00g ur jngap Aempeoig
19y apew pue (393fo1d armymp
ayj JI0j ,pajBIauOXy 9L, Pue
doysyiopm JI998aU, MIOX MON
ay3 Je .puipm ay3 jsuredy dn,,)
sfeld fempeoig-go ur paread
-de sey ays ‘100g Ul [00Y2S JI0X
MIN 3y} woJy Furjenpels soulg
(13 26Dd wo4f ‘swoyL]

nHM‘—w:q
M J[e)
x3[dwod
SUIABIAN



‘And Her Hair
Went With Her’

Where: Fountain Theatre, 5060

Fountain Ave., L.A.

When: 8 p.m. Thursdays through
Saturdays, 2 p.m. Sundays

Ends: June 15
Price: $25 to $28
Contact: (323) 663-1525

It's a side that Thoms
doesn’t get to show too often in
her regular role on “Cold Case,”
where she mostly interrogates
suspects. “I'm truly blessed to
be on that series, and it's a
great show that is so meaning-
ful to people,” she said. “But
the material is not geared for
my character’s journey. It's all
about the guest star. There is a
formula, and my job is an exer-
cise in how to get the best scene
out of the guest stars.”

“Cold Case” co-executive
producer Greg Plageman said
Thoms possessed “such an em-
barrassment of talent. Given
my preference, every other epi-
sode I would work in a song for
her to sing.”

The film “Rent” offered an
opportunity for Thoms to show
off her singing voice. She was
one of only two performers to
join members of the original
Broadway cast for the highly
anticipated film (her good
friend Rosario Dawson was the

STEFANO PALTERA For The Times

GOING LIVE: Thoms, between myriad roles in TV and film,
stars in Zina Camblin’s two-woman play set in a beauty shop.

other). “I tried out for ‘Rent’ a
total of nine times between the
stage version and the film,” she
said with a chuckle.

She was disappointed when
the film bombed. However,
consolation came when
she nabbed a juicy part in
“Death Proof,” Tarantino’s por-
tion of “Grindhouse,” which
was expected to be one of last
spring’s biggest hits. Thoms
played a foul-mouthed stunt-
woman who was terrorized,
along with another stuntwom-
an and an actress, by a psycho-
pathic stunt driver. The three
women eventually turned the
tables on the driver, celebrat-
ing as they exacted their
bloody revenge.

But “Grindhouse” too was
almost an instant flop. Even
more troubling to Thoms was
negative feedback she received
from reciting some of Taranti-
no’s more earthy dialogue, in-
cluding the N-word. “I got a lot
of flak from people calling me a
sellout,” she said quietly. “They
didn't understand what the
character was supposed to be.
It was an hommage to Pam
Grier and those blaxploitation
movies that Quentin loves.
That girl was supposed to be
over the top.”

She’s hoping for a more pos-
itive response with “And Her
Hair Went With Her.” “It’s just a
fine play, and you don’t have to
be black to get it. It just proves
what I've always known — the-
ater is my favorite thing to do.”

greg.brarton@latimes.com
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